
MINISTER’S LETTER:    

We have arrived! 

On Sunday 31st October our gospel reading placed us in Jerusalem in the week of Jesus’ Passion. 

Mark tells us Jesus was approached by a friendly scribe who asked him: ‘Which commandment is the 

first of all?’ Jesus answered, ‘The first is, “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall 

love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all 

your strength.” The second is this, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” There is no other 

commandment greater than these.’  

How this idea has stuck. These few words, coming down the centuries to us, really sum up the 

entirety of the Christian life. Especially that the love of neighbour is utterly tied up with the love of 

God. We really can only know how much someone loves God by the extent to which they love their 

neighbour. 

We have been loved through COVID. People have loved each other with heart and mind and soul 

and strength. For this we can be grateful. Especially our leaders in all spheres of our society have 

worked tirelessly to ensure that we have been protected. For many this has called for every ounce of 

heart and soul, mind and strength to do this. We can be grateful for people in health care, politics – 

although there has been some silliness at times, supermarket workers and emergency workers – 

especially paramedics and police. We can be grateful for the doctors and psychologists who have 

worked unseen, behind closed doors supporting people. We have to acknowledge that teachers 

have worked under tremendous pressure to ensure children’s learning could continue. And we must 

be mindful of parents who maybe never expected they would become supervisors of their children’s 

learning for long blocks of time. We have been able to notice how much our lives depend on a few in 

our society when it comes down to what is essential. For many of these people work hours have 

been long and unrelenting. And this hard work will continue for so many of them as our society 

begins to open up. In our breaking out of lockdown we shouldn’t forget that their work is not done. 

Yesterday there was a half-page ad in The Age taken out by a number of health organisations: The 

AMA, nursing unions and other healthcare bodies, the Ambulance Union and the Victorian 

Psychologists Association.  

They were offering a simple message of thanks to Professors Brett Sutton and Ben Cowie and Assoc. 

Professor Deb Friedman for their leadership through the pandemic. At a time when there has been a 

lot of slanging back and forth, especially by politicians, about the response to the pandemic, this 

heartfelt solidarity is so encouraging. Behind all of these people’s work has been the simple injunction 

to love your neighbour as yourself. How good is this. 

And within our own community we can be grateful for the day-to-day work of particular individuals: 

Chrissie Cananzi in infection control at the Alfred Hospital; Dianne Richter in her work with vulnerable 

people in the Bayside municipality as the council has continued to serve these people in all the 

complexities COVID has created; Karen Roberts overseeing the whole Occupational Therapy team at 

the Alfred, Ruth Ellet at the ROYTAL Rehab hospital in Kew. David Baxter has had his chaplaincy work 

curtailed at the Melbourne Assessment Prison – how have prisoners managed being in a place of 

waiting without the compassionate, listening ear of chaplains, we might wonder? And of course many 

of our members who live in supported accommodation or receive support at home have continued to 

be cared for by people who have been working under extra pressure and demands. All of this we can 

celebrate and be thankful for. 



As life gets back to normal maybe one of the things we can do – as we go at that slower pace, we have 

been promising ourselves – is that we can be more explicit with our gratitude to each other. 

Collectively we have learnt how to care for and look out for each other. People have put heart and 

mind, soul and strength into what they have done. This won’t change. Let’s celebrate it. 

We wonder whether people listen to what the church has to say, whether they have heard. We are 

custodians of these few simple but life-giving words of Jesus: love your neighbour as yourself. 

Everything else we do hangs on these he says. We can be grateful that people have heard this and 

that they continue to shape and guide their lives by them. Thanks be to God. 

I am looking forward to seeing you and having a yak. 

Grace and peace 

Andrew 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


