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MINISTER’S LETTER
Last month I invited you to play with me and to imagine one or more words to
sum up what our (Ormond) church is. I'm glad to report that ideas are being
generated. I think it is too early to report results and I held back offering ideas of
my own. After all, you will have a much longer and larger stake in this church's
future than I. However, I can't pretend that I have not had an idea or two. Indulge
me while I offer one idea, not to close off conversation, but to encourage more
of it. Here is my idea: "Celebrate". So: "Ormond Uniting Church: This is a place
for Celebration."
If I have a personal motto in these later years of my life it is this: "When in doubt,
write a poem." In the early hours of the morning, as so often happens, the word
"celebrate" started to run around my restless mind. I decided to take it seriously,
and true to my late-life motto, I decided to write a poem.
I call it "a rough Psalm". It helped me get out a few ideas about a church in the
world, which I feel are consistent with the Gospel message. Remember that Jesus'
very first miracle was at a party (celebration) where he replenished a diminished
supply of wine. Here it is:

Celebrate?
A rough Psalm of desperation and hope
Celebrate?
You urge me to celebrate?
You've got to be joking!
Have you noticed:
thousands of people displaced, dismembered, denied of rights
...and life!
Millions killed by inhaling something they can't even see!
Kids shooting other kids!
Drug use rampant!
Attitudes coloured by skin pigment!
Words stretched, sanitised, spun beyond recognition.
Lots of love-talk,
but not enough love-walk
and more violence in the home than you can poke a stick at!
A mighty pandemic of loneliness,
alienation, disconnection, emptiness!
Continued on Page 3
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Continued from Page 1
Celebrate?
Are you serious?
Celebrate what — and where?
I might need a hand coping with all of the above.
Where can I find a home of hope?
Where can I find some workers of miracles?
Where are swimmers-against-the-stream;
where the life-givers — life-rescuers?
Where can I share in a vision that transcends negativity?
Might it be on the corner of Booran and North?
Are there workers of quiet miracles there;
the sort you don't notice until you get to know them
— and you think and pray about it?
Are there doers-of-the-unlikely — even the impossible?
Is it there that I will find custodians of renewed life
— folk whose daily lives are resurrected ...and redeemed?
Is it there that I will find cause for celebration?
Is it there that I will want to lift my eyes
and cry "Yes! Let's celebrate."
Maybe —
Karel Reus
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PEOPLE PAGE
Noticed a few people missing from worship recently? Some people have been
in hospital or confined to home due to illnesses, medical procedures, etc. Our
thoughts are with you all.
Others have headed to warmer places, no doubt hoping that Melbourne will be
warmer by the time they return. We wish you all safe, relaxing travels and look
forward to seeing you on your return.
Lorraine writes this about her travels: “For the
past couple of weeks, I have been visiting my
family in the WA countryside. It always lift’s
one’s spirits to be in a different environment
among loved one’s and witness new growth
and birth. I thank God every day for the hardworking people on the land and understand
how blessed we are to live in our Country of
Australia.”
“On July 24 we were delighted and
privileged to baptise little Dario,
son of Elizabeth Halliday and Alle
Garcia, into the family of
God. Baptism is Christ’s Gift to us
all. May God bless you Dario”
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PROFILES in PATHFINDER
This month we continue our “Profiles in Pathfinder” series with two people
– Denise and Pat. Thank you to both of them for sharing something of
themselves and to Anne and Jan for supporting them.

Pat Janson
What is your favourite verse in the Bible?
ISAIAH 40:31 (because it says it all)
“But they that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall
mount up with wings as eagles; they shall run, and not be weary, and
they shall walk and not faint.”
What is your favourite hobby or interest?
I have always had an interest in meditation and enjoy knitting. I have
been knitting since I was 6 years old - but seem too busy to knit now!!
I was planning to knit a St. Kilda footy coat for my granddaughter's dog
Bobby - but the wool is still sitting in the basket.
Would you like to tell us something about your family?
I grew up in Cape Town, South Africa. We attended the Dutch Reform
Church and I can remember my younger brother Norman's baptism.
Tell us something about your Christian faith:
I have never questioned my Faith. It has always been there when I
needed it most.
Who are some people who have influenced and inspired you?
• All of the Ministers that we have been blessed to have at Ormond
Uniting Church
• The late Dr Faragher
• I often think about the people who have attended Church over the
years and how they made me feel I belonged.
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Denise Anderson
Do you have any children?
I have a son and a daughter. I also have two
grandchildren.
What is your favourite verse/book/story from the
Bible?
The Good Samaritan is my favourite story, as I
like helping people.
Do you have a favourite sports team?
No, I don’t follow sport at all.
If you are not originally a member of this congregation what other
congregations (churches) have you belonged to?
I belonged to Frankston Anglican Church and St Matthew’s Anglican
Church Cheltenham.
I am very much enjoying being a part of Ormond Uniting Church , as it is
so close to my home.
What is your favourite book/film/music?
Shadow of the Silk Road by Colin Thubron is my favourite book as it tells
about a journey through the various cultures and countries along the Silk
Road.
Is there a favourite hobby or interest you have?
I love classical music. I was a ballet dancer with the Rambert Ballet
Company until the age of 21. Much of my love of classical music developed
during that time.
Also I love art works, as I ran a fine art gallery and sculpture garden in the
Sunshine Coast in Queensland for 10 years. I enjoyed the recent visit with
other church members to the Glen Eira Art gallery to view Indigenous
Artwork.
Have you always lived in Melbourne?
I was born in Sydney and I grew up in Brisbane but Melbourne is my
favourite city.
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What is your favourite place or favourite place to holiday?
Lord Howe Island. I love nature and I love the beautiful scenery there. I
love the walks on Lord Howe Island, the mountains are majestic.
The origins of your family?
My mother was of German / Polish extraction and my father was from
Denmark.
Who is someone who has influenced or inspired you?
Gertrude Langer an art critic, whose understanding and appreciation of art
was admirable. I learned a lot from our discussions.
Anything else you’d like to share?
I love change! I love changing where I live and where I travel to.
I love meeting new people also as I have lived in Brisbane and Sydney. I
love travelling too. I have travelled to many different places in the world.
I am going on a cruise around New Zealand at the end of this year, at the
age of 91, even though I may not get off the cruise ship! I will enjoy the
company, food and scenery.

CROSSLIGHT – NEWS FROM SYNOD
The August edition of CROSSLIGHT is
available for download at:
https://crosslight.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2022/08/202208CROSSLIGHT-AUGUST-FLIPBOOK.pdf
or keep an eye out for it in the church porch.
It includes a summing up of Synod that was
held in July, an introduction by and of our
new moderator Revd. David Fotheringham
(who is also from our Presbytery).
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BEING RICH TOWARD GOD?
What follows is an adaptation of some of the material from the OUC Worship on
Sunday 31st July.
“Today we are examining the idea of TREASURE.
In the Gospel Reading today, we heard this verse: ‘For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.’ Lk 12:34
Four members shared stories, thoughts, reflections on: ‘What their treasure is
and how it relates to their faith.’
a. Rex Brearley shared the following Poem.
‘I have found my treasure.
It starts with LIFE:
With animals, birds and insects,
which are really awesome,
which are really wonderful things.

We should go to God to hear us sing.
When the sun is shining bright,
that is God’s heavenly light.’

b. Suzie Ferguson shared the following story.
‘Hi, I am Suzie. Nearly 30 years ago I had a horse-riding accident, and as a result
I have an Acquired Brain injury (ABI) and epilepsy. I am blessed to be standing
here before you, with my Treasure: LIFE
MY TREASURE
The Richness of Life is Life itself!
After having almost lost it and struggling to get back on my feet again (literally,
I had to learn to walk again), I see that life itself is the treasure. A hard-won
treasure, but with the strength of love and faith, the pathway itself has
become part of my gift of life.
I treasure this life with all my heart. Not just for myself but for others, I have
been blessed with 3 wonderful children and have loving support from my
Family and friends, as well as people I have met along my journey, some that
do not have the support that I have.
But they do have spirit and it is this connection of spirit that has driven me to
reach out to others who have ABI like me but do not have the love and support
of Family and friends.
Faith has given me an understanding of my purpose to help and care for those
in need and to recognize that genuine wealth is Life.
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Managing and healing is a second chance to really appreciate the gift of life
with the principles of Jesus and his Journey and teachings of faith, hope, peace
justice and charity
When I became so lost in the space of being different, I thought I had nowhere
to turn. So, I came back to the Church with a greater Understanding of The
Spirit of faith. It came to me from one of those things that seem to “just
happen in my life”.
A lady who was helping me was bewildered about how to help me, so, she
sent me to stay at a place called ‘Krewn Kreethsa,’ meaning the quiet of Christ,
translated from the Hebrew or Gaelic language.
It was the quiet kindness of these wonderful Nuns which has helped me to
reshape my life with Love, Faith, Hope and Charity together with Jesus.’
c. Joan Cleghorn shared these thoughts
‘My Treasure is family – I really treasure my family. I think the 10
commandments are a treasure that help to guide us in the living out of our
faith.”
d. Ron’s reflection:
‘I am wondering what you dream about in those times when you lie awake in
the middle of the night – that is having a doughnut night. Or is that a little
too personal?
So, I will confess to you what is one of my recurring dozy half dreamswonderings in the middle of the night. I dream about making enough money
to help my kids pay off their mortgages, I dream about having enough cash
to pipe water to the middle of the country, desalinate it and create a green
centre, I dream a lot about creating renewable energy projects with all my
excess cash – wind farms, giant solar farms, and the like – also housing the
homeless, helping refugees and asylum seekers etc etc.
And from where do I acquire the necessary cash for these amazing
ventures/dreams?
The stock market, hugely successful gambling on the Gee Gees, winning the
lottery – now the problem with these ‘amazing(?!!)’ sources of funds is that I
rarely bet on the horses or buy lottery tickets or play the stock market,
because, if the truth be known, I am actually too stingy to have a bet on
these ‘possible’ sources of funding!
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But I also have another dream. I also dream about having enough money to
(gulp!) have cash in excess in the bank, just-in-case, just in case!!!!!
You get the picture!
So, these words from Jesus’ parable about the man who builds bigger barns
for his bigger crops, somewhat mirror my own thoughts and they hit me
pretty hard!
[19And] I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’
And in the parable, God’s language hits ‘home’ even harder:
20But

God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded
of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ 21So it is with
those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”
In last week’s service we heard that God GIVES ABUNDANTLY to all who ask
– GOD GIVES, not what we want, not what we dream of, but what we, as his
children, need.
Brendan Byrne in his book, ‘Luke: The Hospitality of God’, comments on this
parable as follows:
‘The parable initiates a theme that becomes very prominent in the Gospel
from now on: nothing is more destructive of life and humanity than
preoccupation with acquiring, holding onto and increasing wealth.’ (repeat)
He goes on
‘The problem is not so much the possession of riches, as such. It is that the
desire to acquire and enhance them, fed by insecurity, prevents people from
attending to the relationship with God that brings the only security that
counts. Such desire also erodes the concern for the other that is the basis of
true community. Attachment to wealth is incompatible with living, sharing
and celebrating the hospitality of God.’pg 115
Attachment to wealth is incompatible with living, sharing and celebrating the
hospitality of God.
Let me conclude with the final verses from our Gospel reading this morning
and a short story.
32“Do

not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for
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yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no
thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where your treasure is, there
your heart will be also.
A story to finish with.
Back in the 80s when I was working in the Youth Ministry Unit for the Synod
and we lived in Claire St McKinnon, we were pretty ‘strapped’ for cash. I was
on a minister’s stipend, 3 small children and Mardie was studying full time.
We never paraded the fact that we struggled on the financial front, so one
morning we were utterly bowled over when we opened an envelope left in
the letterbox which contained a $1000 in cash and a short note: ‘Hope this
helps.’ Unsigned.
One of our wonderful friends fulfilled the promise of God, for us and for
themselves:
32“Do

not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom.”’
Following these contributions, the congregation engaged in small group
discussion, sharing the following: "This is my treasure, and this is why it is my
treasure AND this is how my treasure relates to my faith"
If you could not be at worship on 31st July perhaps this is something you could
share with others (friends, family, other members of the congregation) over a
cup of coffee or tea (or over the phone in these COVID times) in the next week
or two.
Cheers
Ron
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FOR THOSE WHO LIKE A PUZZLE HERE’S A WORD SEARCH

See if you can also find other words.
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August 7

Pentecost 9

Isaiah 1:1, 10-20, Psalm 50:1-8, 22-23,
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16, Luke 12:32-40

August 14

Pentecost 10

Isaiah 5:1-7, Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19,
Hebrews 11:29-12:2, Luke 12:49-56

August 21

Pentecost 11

Jeremiah 1:4-10, Psalm 71:1-6,
Hebrews 12:18-29, Luke 13:10-17

August 28

Jeremiah 2:4-13, Psalm 81:1, 10-16,
Pentecost 12 Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16, Luke 14:1, 714

September 4

Pentecost 13

Jeremiah 18:1-11, Psalm 139:1-6, 1318, Philemon 1:1-21, Luke 14:25-33

September 11 Pentecost 14

Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28, Psalm 14, 1
Timothy 1:12-17, Luke 15:1-10

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE
WE WILL NOT BE MEETING THIS MONTH.
Hopefully we will soon have better news on the Covid front
and will be able to gather in September.
Take care
Jan Davenport
Ph: 95781713

IMAGES
Cover Pieter Bruegel, Peasant Wedding , puzzle: https://wordmint.com/public_puzzles/83806,
Temple treasure: https://www.vecteezy.com/vector-art/7665801-treasure-temple-background ,
others contributed by members
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Prayers

Communion

7th August

David N

Mardie T
Karen R

14th August

Dianne R

Lorraine D

21st August

Brenda G

Dianne R

28th August

Mardie T

4th September

Ron T

11th September

Marg D

Door

Sound

07
08
14
08
21
08

Lorraine D
Jan D
Brenda G
Robyn M
Lorraine D
Brenda G

Brian M

28
08

Warwick B
David N

Graeme D

04
09

Frank O
Hans T

Robyn M

11
09

Mardie T
Dianne R

Gary R

Gary R

Lisa S

Early Word

Reading
David N

Ron T
Marg D
Warrick B

Gary R
Brenda G
Kristina P

Morning Tea
(If it is on)
No Morning Tea

Flowers

Resource
Delivery

Robyn M

Brenda G

No Morning Tea

Heather B

Warrick & Anne
B
Lorraine D
Brenda G
Jan D
Brenda G
Elizabeth N
Lorraine D
Ron T
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Brenda G
Mardie & Ron T
Lorraine D
Heather B

Marg D
Gary R

Diary Dates
Thursday 4th August

7.30 p.m.

Eden to Babel – Learning Hub

Thursday 11th August

7.30 p.m.

Eden to Babel – Learning Hub

Tuesday 16th August

7.45 p.m.

Church Council

Thursday 18th August

7.30 p.m.

Eden to Babel – Learning Hub

Saturday 27th August

8.30 a.m.

Bob’s Boys Breakfast

Monday 29th August

6.00 p.m.

Material for Pathfinder due

Tuesday 13th September7.45 p.m. Church Council

UPDATE OF THE CONTACT DIRECTORY
The updated contact directory will be available soon.

Church Office open

Phone: 0411 958 127

Tuesdays (9.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.)

Email:
office@ormond.unitingchurch.
org.au

Fridays (9.30 a.m. – 3.30
p.m.)

15

