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MINISTER’S LETTER
What sort of society do we live in?
What sort of society do we want to live in?
What is the role of the church in all of this?
Our new king has accepted the role of “Defender of the Faith”, and he has promised to
protect democratic government and to serve. That sounds good to me. More strength to his
arm! But these are not jobs for a king alone. Surely we too are defenders of the faith,
defenders of democracy and willing servants. But do we actually live in a faith-full society
and in what way does it need defending? There was a time, in my living memory at least,
when we could speak with confidence of ”the faith”. Nowadays it is not so easy. We might
reasonably ask: “Which faith?”, because our social environment is not only multi-cultural,
but multi-faith. We are no longer tempted to organise those faiths into a hierarchy — from
better to worse, as we once might have done. What needs to be defended now is not the
faith, but the right to have a faith. There are limits of course. We would not be ready to
accept a faith that promoted child sacrifice. That would be indefensible. What also needs to
be defended is the right to have no faith. In our society, and societies like ours, the most
rapidly growing set of responders to questions about religion are the “I’m-spiritual-but-notreligious” lot. We can’t call them a group, or a church, or a faith, because they refuse to be
organised and refuse to subscribe to any codified beliefs. There are, however, lots of them,
and they will soon outnumber the faith-full. Where are they?
A couple of Sundays ago Margaret and I went to IKEA. We sat in the crowded cafeteria for
a while, and I felt a kind of insight growing on me. I suggested to Margaret that if we wanted
to know where the young people are who might otherwise be in church the answer was
before us — in IKEA! That’s an exaggeration, of course. There are also many other temples
of consumption, but there was a faith of sorts complete with a crowd of faithful devotees.
There we could see enacted a faith in Swedish culture and know-how. A faith in efficiency.
A faith in value. A faith in good design. These values of IKEA are, by no accident, also the
values of a liberal-democratic society — particularly if we include the value of choice. These
are a large part of what we might think of as the building blocks of our secular way of
thinking. We might be tempted to cast judgement on what we could say is a degenerate
society — hell-bent on satisfying consumptive impulses and paying scant attention to socalled higher values, such as those talked about in churches. But we should not rush into
judgment. These “consumers” are not bad people. These people are not selfish. Most of
them are trying to live out good lives in good families. They are, in other words, like us.
Continued on Page 3
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PEOPLE PAGE
Mask Wearing and Morning Tea
At the September Church Council meeting it was agreed that masks are no
longer required to be worn during worship. However, people are still welcome
to wear masks, if they feel safer, especially during singing.
This was announced in Church on September 25 and took effect immediately.
Morning Tea will be commencing this week (Sunday, 2nd October).
The COVID Group (Robyn, Lorraine & Marg)
More Morning Tea News…… Speaking of morning tea, a small group has been
meeting on Wednesdays at Mr. Brightside from 10:30 a.m. for a cuppa and a
chat. If you would like to join in just turn up. Thanks to David Ward for kicking
this off.

BUT WHAT DOES THE FORMATION GROUP DO???
Questions still abound about this group of committed people
Here is a sample of the areas that the group covers:
•
•
•

•

•

Links people up within the congregation (Pastoral Link Network)
Oversees the Hub learning courses
Considers ways to increase the congregational members formation as
Christians.
Considers ways to increase the congregation's links to those outside the
congregation.
Managing the COVID restrictions and what that means for Morning Tea
etc.

In a nutshell: linking people to God, and linking people to people and growing in
faith as we go.
Like to know more: Any member of the group (Heather, David, Ron, Karel,
Lorraine, Warwick, Karen, Dianne) would be happy to tell you more. Speak to us
at church or check the new Directory for contact nos.
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Continued from Page 1
By coincidence I am reading some of the letters the pastor and theologian Dietrich
Bonhoeffer wrote when he was in prison. He was in prison because he was implicated in
the plot to assassinate Hitler. Later, he would be executed. In a few of these letters
Bonhoeffer teased out some ideas relating to what he called “religionless Christianity” and
what he referred to as “a world come of age”. We need to recognise, argued Bonhoeffer,
that the world has now pretty much addressed most of the big questions of life, and has
developed a bunch of pretty plausible (if not complete) answers. It is a mistake, in
Bonhoeffer’s eyes, for the church to insist that it has a monopoly over the asking of big
questions and the way they are answered. The church has been painted into a corner and
with its back to the wall has used the form and language of “religion” to claim a monopoly
on what it means to live a good life. What is needed is a form of Christianity freed from
empty forms — a Christianity that recognises what God has done and is doing out there in
the big wide world and which gets in step with it. That is the sort of faith that is worth
defending. That is the sort of faith that has underpinned democracy. That is the sort of
faith that calls us into service — the sort of service that promotes life; the sort of service
that hurts; the sort of service that is the embodiment of love.
Karel Reus: Minister

BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS………
Looking for some great reading? You’re in luck!
David Ward has donated a number of books that can be had for a
donation to church funds. They are in the north-west corner of the
church and include titles from Matthew Riley, Spong, Jeffery Archer,
Tom Clancy, Tom Keneally and John Grisham as well as a few
about the great wars.
Thanks, David!
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Jack Campbell Peace Garden – St. John’s Elsternwick
Five Ormond Uniting Church members worshipped at St John’s Elsternwick on
25th September – Robyn Mulder, Dianne and Gary Richter and Shirley and Jan
Hopwood. Robyn remembers Jack when he served on the Caulfield City Council
with her mother and Jan through Guides and St John’s. The service was conducted
by Reverend Philip Liebelt, a former minister at St John’s. Following the service
was a dedication to The Jack Campbell Peace Garden followed by a light lunch
and fellowship.
There were many people who attended the dedication representing many facets
of Jack’s life both at St John’s and the broader community. Two of Jack’s children
spoke of their father and his love of gardening and growing up attending St John’s.
There were representatives from St John’s opportunity shop where Jack
volunteered, Caulfield Rotary Club and the Caulfield Garden Club both of whom
contributed to the garden where Jack was an active member.
At the centre of the garden which sits alongside the footpath and adjacent to a
tram stop is a sculpture ‘Birds in Flight’. Within the sculpture made of Corten Steel
are three birds soaring, reassembled on the reflected shape of the church’s
stained-glass windows in the distance, lends a physical continuity while the cut
out images, of soundless flight, soar their arc towards the church.
A lovely opportunity for fellowship while celebrating the wonderful contribution
of a member of the Glen Eira and Caulfield communities for over 50 years and
especially his service to St John’s Uniting Church.
Robyn Mulder
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INDIGENOUS ACTION GROUP
Due to illness, the first study of the Uluṟu Statement of the Heart was cancelled.
The series will now begin on Sunday October 2, with the second session on
October 16. If you have any more queries contact Warwick, Heather or Lorraine.

October 2
October 16

5

Latest Indigenous News
On Monday November the 1st 2021 The Age had a front-page article concerning
a recent bid by the Melbourne City Council and the First Peoples Assembly of
Victoria for a multi-million dollar development in the heart of the CBD that
could house the nation’s first Black Parliament, within the construction of a
cultural precinct, that would be Indigenous led owned and operated and provide a
platform for lifting the Indigenous community. The estimated cost is more than
$400 million and the draft suggested support for the precinct should be sought
from the Victorian government at the development stage, as part of the states
treaty process. Funding would be sourced from number of government, business,
academic and philanthropic organisations.
This is an exciting and inspiring proposal that I hope may come to fruition in the
near future.
For further details please follow the following link: Bid for First Nations
precinct in city.
Warwick on behalf of OIAG

UPCOMING COURSE
The Ormond Learning Hub is set to return with a three week face-to-face
course beginning in the first week of November with day and time to be
determined. A meaningful and thought-provoking topic is in the works.
We will be sure to confirm this soon.
Brad Denniston

6

FROM NEWSBEAT
Climate Change – Taking Action
The Presbytery has formed a Climate Action Network to assist and
encourage congregations and individuals in reducing emissions and in
mitigating the effects of climate change. The first meeting will be on
Tuesday 4 October from 5.00 to 6.00 pm by zoom.
All are welcome. Experiences of climate action will be shared including
getting funding to help upgrade gas heaters in the church to electric and a
home gas hot water system to electric hot water heat pump. Please contact
Andrea Mayes andrearmayes@gmail.com or 0408 615 939 if you are
interested or if you want to join the network, even if you can’t come to the
meeting.
The average surface air temperature of the Earth has risen rapidly over the
past 100 years due to the emission of greenhouse gases, mainly carbon
dioxide and methane, from modern energy production and agricultural
practices. Limiting the global effect of climate change needs to happen at a
number of levels. Firstly, it is a task for nations acting together through
international agreements and individual nations as they determine their
energy investment priorities and incentives. Global cooperation will be
facilitated at COP 27 (United Nations Climate Change Conference of
Parties) from 6-18 November.
Secondly, there is also some action that can only be done by the Federal
Government. Progress has been made under the current government, by
putting the emissions reduction target of 43% by 2030 into law. However,
there is much more to be done.
The Australian Religious Response for Climate Change (ARRCC) have
organised an interfaith service on Thursday 13 October at 5:10pm at St
Paul’s Cathedral, corner Flinders & Swanston Street. On this day senior
faith leaders both from Australia and the Pacific will be calling on the
Australian Government to:
• Stop approving new coal and gas projects
• End public subsidies for coal and gas projects
• Actively participate in creating a Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty to
phase out fossil fuels and support a just transition to renewables at COP 27.
(https://www.arrcc.org.au/f4cj2022)
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Thirdly, there are many opportunities to take action towards climate change
at a congregational level and individual level. They include: increasing
energy efficiency and reducing emissions; working towards the five leaf
eco awards; installing solar power; switching to green power; changing gas
appliances to electric; and selecting ethical options for our bank accounts
and superannuation funds. Let’s all take more action.
Tom Spurling and Andrea Mayes

Coffee challenge
Uniting Vic.Tas is urging congregations to help people
experiencing crisis, vulnerability and disadvantage by donating the
cost of a cup of coffee each week. From International Coffee Day
on October 1 until Shrove Tuesday on February 21, money raised
from the Coffee Cup Challenge will support those doing it tough

IMAGES
Cover https://medium.com/@reidfowler/anticipation-fd0c263ce7e6
This page https://flourishgathering.com/the-secret-of-being-content
Back page: http://www.goodnewscalvarymission.org
Peace Garden: taken from order for dedication
others contributed by members

8

October 2

Lamentations 1:1-6,
Pentecost 17 Lamentations 3:19-26 or Psalm 137,
2 Timothy 1:1-14, Luke 17:5-10

October 9

Pentecost 18

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7, Psalm 66:1-12,
2 Timothy 2:8-15, Luke 17:11-19

October 16

Pentecost 19

Jeremiah 31:27-34, Psalm 119:97-104,
2 Timothy 3:14-4:5, Luke 18:1-8

October 23

Pentecost 20

Joel 2:23-32, Psalm 65,
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18, Luke 18:9-14

October 30

Habakkuk 1:1-4; 2:1-4,
Psalm 119:137-144,
Pentecost 21
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12,
Luke 19:1-10

November 1

All Saints
Day

November 6

Haggai 1:15b-2:9,
Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 or Psalm 98,
Pentecost 22
2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17,
Luke 20:27-38

Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18, Psalm 149,
Ephesians 1:11-23, Luke 6:20-31

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE
FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE IS BACK!!!
Friendship circle will meet in the Church on
Wednesday 19th October at 1.30 p.m.
(Enter via the tower door)
Please join us for a chat & afternoon tea.
Take care
Jan Davenport
ph:95781713
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Prayers

Communion

2nd October

Dianne R

Warwick B
Mardie T

9th October

Brenda G

Brenda G

16th October

Mardie T

Robyn M

23rd October

Ron T

30th October

Warwick B

6th November

Heather B

Warwick B
David N

Marg D
Lorraine D

Sound

02
10

Graeme D
Marg D

Nev P

Morning Tea
(If it is on)
Jan D
Brenda G

09
10

Lorraine D
Brenda G

Graeme D

Lynne P
Nev P

16
10

Graeme D
Marg D

Nev P

23
10

Brenda G
David N

Robyn M

30
10
06
11

Frank O
Hans T
Mardie T
Lynne P

Brian M

Reading
Marg D

Karen R

Door

Gary R

Early Word

Lorraine D
Susie F
Lisa S
Lynne P
Nev P
Mardie T
Brenda G
Lisa S
Susie F
Lisa S
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Lisa S

Flowers

Resource
Delivery

Jan R
Dot R

Warwick B
Brenda G
Ron T
Mardie T
Warwick B
Marg D

Heather B
Michelle K

Gary R

Diary Dates
Sunday 2nd October

4.00 p.m.

Uluru Study

Tuesday 4th October

2.00 p.m.

Tuesdays at Two with Karel

Tuesday 11th October

2.00 p.m.

Tuesdays at Two with Karel

Sunday 16th October

4.00 p.m.

Uluru Study

Tuesday 18th October

2.00 p.m.

Tuesdays at Two with Karel

7.45 p.m.

Church Council

Wednesday 19th October 1.30 p.m.

Friendship Circle

Tuesday 25th October

2.00 p.m.

Tuesdays at Two with Karel

Saturday 29th October

8.30 a.m.

Bob’s Boys

Monday 31st October

6.00 p.m.

Material for Pathfinder due

Tuesday 8th November

2.00 p.m.

Tuesdays at Two with Karel

Tuesday 15th November

2.00 p.m.

Tuesdays at Two with Karel

Church Office open
Tuesdays (9.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.)
Fridays (9.30 a.m. – 3.30 p.m.)
Phone: 0411 958 127
Email: office@ormond.unitingchurch.org.au
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