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MINISTER’S LETTER

On October 24-28, the World Council of Churches celebrated the 1700t
anniversary of the First Ecumenical Council at Nicaea, which gave birth to the
Nicene Creed in the year 325. This was the Creed that united the entire Christian
world, and it still is the most universally accepted statement of the faith by almost
all denominations.

In the last two Sundays, | took this once-a-lifetime opportunity and taught the
Nicene Creed at our spring session of the Learning Hub. We read through the
Creed, line-by-line and word-by-word, unpacking the beauty and depth of the
ancient language. During the course | shared with the people that the faith and
unity in Christ is at the heart of Christian unity.

In the Nicene Creed there is a proclamation about our salvation: “We look for the
resurrection of the dead”. This is what sets Christian faith apart from other forms
of spirituality. This is also our witness to Christ’s death and resurrection.

This week also marks “All Saints Day” on our liturgical calendar. The Resurrection
of the Body was part of the proclamation of faith 1700 years ago; today the faith
in the crucified and risen Lord is still at the heart of our remembrance of all saints
in the unending love of God.

Here (pages 3 & 4) | share with you a short article that | wrote, and it was
published in the Crosslight during Easter 2024.
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Other images by OUC members or website referred to in the relevant article.
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Unity Coffee and Tea Stop

Weekly on Saturdays starting 8" November — that’s next weekend!

The Coffee Machine has been
purchased (thanks to a community
grant from Glen Eira Council). David
Northwood organised training for
some of our baristas (see photos). ’
We also have four teams of
volunteers (and a list of “spares”).

Our aim is to provide a weekly
space for conversation and
connection between members of
the congregation and citizens of
Glen Eira. We are hopeful that by
opening up our new space to the
public, Ormond Uniting will be seen
as a place that provides hospitality, welcome and refuge to the community,
including people who may be experiencing social isolation or would enjoy a
“real” coffee but may be struggling to afford one.

Unity Coffee and Tea Stop will be open each Saturday providing free coffee, tea
and light refreshments. Donations will be accepted towards the running costs.
We will use the new church reception area or possibly the garden if the weather
is suitable.

A fantastic opportunity to connect with others




A b N\ H-R7575: All the Dead Have been Resurrected with Him

On that day, the Messiah was nailed A s f F
onto the Tree [of Life] for five periods of ’ '
two hours. This was also the [Buddhist]
Day of Sacrifice and Fasting. He was

stranded on the Tree until the sunset. The
heavens were darkened in four
directions, and the earth was shaken.

The mountain cracked. All the tombs in
this world were opened; all the dead [the
Prophets, the Saints, and the faithful in Christ] had been resurrected together
with Him.

This text belongs to the ancient scroll Listen to the Messiah. The 8t century
scroll contains the first narrative of Jesus written in the Chinese language by a
second-generation Syriac-speaking priest lived in China. This passage has a
remarkable assertion: the death of Jesus and the General Resurrection of the
faithful are not two events, rather they have happened together. Why?

To answer this question, | spent six months to translate and interpret the text.
And | discovered the passage had a close association with the apocalyptic
writing in Matthew 27: 51-53. But to understand the context, | reconstructed a
trinitarian theology rooted in the First Ecumenical Council at Nicaea (325) and
recreate the dialogue between the Orthodox tradition and the Buddhism and
Daoism in the Tang Dynasty. The study has become a mirror to my Protestant
belief, and a window to see the significance of the mission to China by the
Church of the East in 635.

For human beings, the death-resurrection of Christ and the general resurrection
of the faithful are two ends of history; the former marks the beginning of
Christianity, the latter unveils God’s final consummation of all things. For God,
however, they are two phases of the same act. “God raised the Lord and will
also raise us by his power”. (1 Cor 6:14) The resurrection power derives from
God’s creativity - the creation out of nothing. Here, history does not matter.
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Even the Cross upon which Christ was crucified, and the Tree of Life stood in the
Book of Genesis, they communicated with each other through Paul’s insight of
God’s salvation. “The first man, Adam, became a living being; the last Adam
became a life-giving spirit”. (1 Cor 15: 45)

To further explain the significant in the cultural context, | revisited a trip that |
did in 2014. | came to the Longmen Grottoes to see a new discover of the
Christian tombs. Over a period of 500 years, the whole mountain was the burial
site of Buddhism until the rising of the
Zen Sect which shifted the belief of
salvation from the bodily reincarnation
to the spiritual enlightenment. But at
the back of the mountain, | discovered
a group of tombs marked by a cross
from the Church of the East. | measured

all 15 tombs and discovered a
commonality: small entrance and large chamber.

For Buddhism, burial is the reverse process of birth. Placing the body in the
tomb goes through the narrow birth channel and returns the dead back to the
womb of the earth. And then two doors will conceal the chamber — the body is
in gestation again — ready to be reborn.

| reimaged myself standing in front of the mountain, seeing the Buddhist tombs
numbered in thousands — | realised something. “All the Dead Have Been
Resurrected with Him”. This is a witness. No, there is no waiting for the dead to
be awaken through the rebirth. In Christ, all the dead have already been
resurrected with him.

Christianity is a tiny minority, just like me standing before the huge status.
However, in front of the overwhelming Buddhist culture, the Christians have
witnessed to the Good News. All of the dead are resurrected on the day of
Christ’s death and born into eternal life together with him.

This is the economy of God’s salvation.



As we have been hearing about the Nicene Creed in worship and at the Learning
Hub sessions, it seemed timely to include it in Pathfinder for personal reflection.

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen

We believe in the Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God,
Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all thing were made.

For us and for our salvation
He came down from heaven,
Was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Vergin Mary
And became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
In accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father,
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledged one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.



Community Lunch - finally the day arrived......

Partnering with Glen Eira Community Information and Support Service, we held
our first community lunch on Wednesday 29th October. The church was
transformed into a very welcoming dining area. (Photos in next month’s
Pathfinder).

We had 17 guests invited by Community Information and Support Glen Eira
including 3 people from Kirkside. Maria, who also lives at Kirkside volunteered in
the kitchen, assisting to prepare lunch.

Thank you to everyone from OUC who volunteered their time and expertise.
Four people assisted with set up on Tuesday and ten people were there on
Wednesday to assist with food preparation, serving and clearing up as well as
sitting and talking with lunch guests. Also supporting the event were five
volunteers/staff from Community Information and Support Glen Eira. They also
made sure that each person received a bag of food to take home with them.

It was a lovely time of fellowship with the guests with very positive interactions.
The feedback from the guests, volunteers and staff has been very positive and
there is eager anticipation of the Christmas-themed lunch on 26™ November. If
you would like to be part of this exciting venture please talk with Robyn Mulder.

This is a great example of Ormond Uniting Church demonstrating mission in our
local community.

GLEN EIRA
CITY COUNCIL

Community Information and Support Glen Eira
Community Information and Support Glen Eira

(CIS GlentEira) is a local community information
and support service. They assist individuals and families experiencing personal

and financial difficulties by providing information, referral and support services
including emergency relief.

Contact

t:

03 9571 7644 Please call to make an appointment.

Open Tuesday to Friday between 9.30am to 3.30pm.
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NOT MY YEAR!

Last Wednesday, | received a phone call that no-one ever wants: a call to tell me
that | have cancer somewhere in the abdomen which has spread to the liver and
the peritoneum. I've made the decision to be completely open about my
diagnosis, as | don’t want to waste the energy | have in trying to hide it.
Accordingly, | have sent messages and emails to friends both in Australia and
overseas to let them know. This morning, when | opened my emails on my phone,
| received this beautiful (and typically amusing) response from a dear friend in
Bristol, where we lived for two years in the late 1980s.

“Oh Mardie, this is definitely not your year!

We're so sorry to hear this news, it must have been such a shock for you and
the family. | know what it feels like to receive a Cancer diagnosis. At least it’s
been discovered earlier than it might have been and hopefully the docs have a
plan. | felt much better once my plan was put into action and the docs were
doing something to help me get better. | felt so much more positive and I’'m
sure you will too. You’ve got a smashing family around you and you have your
faith! God was my “invisible crutch”. I’d park my crutch just inside the front
door and when leaving the house for chemo or radiotherapy or anything else
that | didn’t want to do but had to get through somehow, | would pick it up and
mentally tuck it under my arm and off I’d go. It sounds unbelievable but | could
actually feel that crutch under my arm. | knew spiritually that | wasn’t alone
and that God was right there with me. | haven’t told many people this and I’'m
not sure why. Maybe it’s because it is something so personal to me. Anyway,
He’ll definitely be your “crutch” too!

Hope Ron had a good Birthday. | can’t believe we are heading towards 80. |
used to think that was ancient as a teenager, Alan is 77 now and | will be 75 in
January so not far off. They do say 80 is viewed as the new 60 now so I'm
definitely clinging to that definition!

We went out to buy a new television yesterday. You’d think that was pretty
straightforward wouldn’t you. Well, no it wasn’t. We went to Currys first: so
many huge tvs like cinema screens that hang on the wall. They’ve even got huge
TVs that look as if they are an oil painting hanging on a wall above the fireplace
and then you press a button and the painting disappears before your eyes and
it becomes a television! They’re all called smart TVs now because they can
deliver so many options. We asked one of the chaps working there to explain
7



what a lot of these different options meant. He wasn’t overly helpful and we
were just as confused, so we left there and drove up to John Lewis. Found a
young man who was really helpful and explained what a lot of these features
meant in language we could understand and so we bought a new TV that can
do everything except make a cup of tea! We didn’t go for a big one on the wall
either. We had to go and have a cup of tea for our nerves afterwards!

| don’t know if you can remember Jan Jones from church, she’s a good friend
of mine now and we both go to Headley Park church together. She asked me
to send you her love this morning. Alan doesn’t come with me; he still thinks
the sermons are too long. Sometimes they are! They record the service every
week and put it on U Tube which was really helpful during the Pandemic or if
you’re unable to attend.

Anyway Mardie, keep your chin up and just take one day at a time, tomorrow
always takes care of itself.

Lots of love to you all
from Sue and Alan. Xxxx”
| replied straight away, saying:

“What a beautiful message - thank you so much! | could just hear you so clearly
in your words Sue. It’s 7.20am and | just opened my emails & found your lovely
& wonderfully helpful message. Ron & | had been just talking about another
close friend who has chosen in messages to completely ignore my diagnosis. |
guess some people just can’t cope with facing something so life threatening.

You, Sue, on the other hand offer your humour & your deep faith in
encouragement - so wonderfully helpful. I'll certainly borrow your crutch!

Much love to you & Alan.
Mardie”

To my dear friends at Ormond Uniting Church: please don’t be afraid to talk to
me about the cancer. | promise it’s not infectious! And | need your ongoing love,
support and companionship as | fight this new battle.

Love
Mardie



WISDOM AND SERVICE- supporting the Little Free Pantry

LITTLE FREE PANTRY
¥
DONATE TODAY "‘

TOKEEP
HUNGER AWAY

’ Canned Food, Personal
_TUNP' Hygiene Products

For my "Wisdom and Service" assignment, | looked into a hidden problem I'd
heard about: people in our own neighbourhood of Ormond can also struggle
with poverty. | focused on the Little Food Pantry at the Ormond Uniting Church,
a small shed where people who need food can take something, and the rest of
us can leave donations.

First, | had to figure out how it all worked—what kind of food was needed most
and who actually used it. So | interviewed David Northwood. And that's when |
discovered that the problem was not with too many people were taking food
but rather not enough people were giving it. The pantry was just emptying out
faster than it could be filled.

That gave me an idea. | made a digital slide with all the info about what the
pantry needed and asked Rev Ji if we could put it on the church's big screen. He
said yes! My slide went up last Thursday. | also presented the story of the Little
Food Pantry at a large presentation event at McKinnon Secondary. | hope my
school project was of service and that this can help promote this great initiative.

Kind regards
Jayden Tilstra

A big “THANK YOU” to Jayden for taking this initiative to support our Little Free
Pantry. As well as creating a great visual image and message for our electronic
sign which is seen by many people passing our church, he has also raised
awareness at his school about our pantry and the need in community. Great

work, Jayden. Thank you.
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St Elijahs Orthodox Church — Coober Pedy

Lorraine recently visited Coober Pedy and took these beautiful photos of St.
Elijah’s Orthodox Church. Coober Pedy was home to a number of Orthodox
people of different nationalities with the local Serbian community being among
the largest group.

An incredibly special and unique building, Coober Pedy’s St Elijahs Orthodox
Church, is testament to the vision of an Adelaide parish priest to give the local
Serbian community an Orthodox place of worship. Built in the early 1990s, the
main body of the ark-shaped rectangular building was tunnelled using a square
machine. Much of the church construction was done by hand, using pick and
shovel and jack-picks. Of course, no Coober Pedy construction is complete
without explosives and wheelbarrows. All labour was donated by the community.
Like to know more? Go to www.UMOONAOPALMINE.com.au
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FUNDRAISER FOR ASYLUM SEEKERS

Sunday 23rd November at 2.00 p.m. in the church

TREK MUSICALS present

MARIE NARELLE - AUSTRALIA’S QUEEN OF IRISH SONG

See how a girl from the bush would rise to become a local and
international singing icon of the early 20th century. Filled with
memorable songs, traditional Irish music, endearing characters and
humour.

TREK Musicals has performed at Ormond several times and each time,
feedback has been very positive. As a group, TREK is committed to
providing quality performances and enabling community groups (such
as churches) to use their performances to fundraise. Proceeds from
the performance will be donated to supporting asylum seekers.

Like to know more? Contact Dianne or Robyn who will both be
performing with TREK on the day. Posters with more details will be
available soon.
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Bible Quotes...contributed by Warwick Barry

For in the gospel, the righteousness of God is revealed — a righteousness that is

by faith from first to last, just as it is written, "The righteous will live by faith.” In

the gospel, the righteousness of God is revealed — a righteousness that is, by

faith from first to last, just as it is written, “the righteous will live by faith.”
Romans 1:17

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace
and truth. John 1:14

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith- and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God- not by works, so that no one can boast.
Ephesians 2: 8-9

But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up
with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not
faint. Isaiah 40:31

The GREAT OUTBACK BBQ

Thank you to everyone (27 people) who supported
our BBQ last weekend — by donating food, helping on
the day and being there to eat and enjoy the
fellowship.

Total of donations received for Frontier Services is not yet finalised but
we believe it will be over $500. An excellent result.

€ ) From i
Standing with people in the bush
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It’s not too late to join us for... : |

“We believe: Exploring the Nicene Creed”

Sundays 2"9, 9t" & 16" Nov (4.00 — 5.30 pm) at the church

2025 marks the 1700th anniversary of the Nicene Creed — the most universally
accepted of all statements of the Christian faith. But how much do we truly
know about this statement of faith? Those present last week realised we had
lots to learn and it was very interesting.

Facilitators: Reverend Dr Ji Zhang and Brad Denniston

Enrolments or Enquiries: Call Cate on 0411 958 127, email
office@ormond.unitingchurch.org.au or just turn up at 4.00 p.m. on Sunday

Need transport or to know more? Contact Dianne Richter (0413 750 089)

Please join us as we explore how the Nicene Creed proclaims the Good News of
God’s salvation through Christ and what this means for how we live and

worship.

Icon from the Mégalo Metéoron Monastery in Greece,
representing the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea 325 A.D.
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OUC CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY 30™ NOVEMBER 2025 after worship

This meeting will include elections for one elder for Church Council and two
elders for Formation Group due to the terms of three current elders ending on
315t December 2025. They are:

e Heather Baxter (Church Council)

e Lorraine Denniston (Formation Group)

e Gary Richter (Formation Group)

All are eligible to be nominated for re-election if they agree. Nomination forms
are now available at the Church and need to be returned to Brenda
Grootendorst, Hans Tilstra or Cate McHarrie by Thursday 13" November 2025
at9.00 a.m..

For further information regarding these roles please speak to Heather Baxter.

Other agenda items will include the presentation of the 2026 Budget.

Please make a note of this important date. It is important to have as many
people in attendance as possible.

Many thanks
Brenda Grootendorst - Congregational Secretary.

Humility: “Humility is perpetual quietness of heart. It is to have no
trouble. It is never to be worried or angered, irritable, or distressed, to
wonder at nothing that is done to me, to feel nothing down against me.
It is to be at rest when nobody praises me, and when | am blamed or
despised; it is to have a blessed home in myself, where | can go in, and
shut the door, and kneel to my Father in secret. And be at peace, asin a
deep sea of calmness, when all around and about seems troubled.”
(Anonymous)
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3 Minute Retreat - (Loyola Ministries)

Luke 21:1-2 ?
When he looked up he saw some wealthy people §
putting their offerings into the treasury and he
noticed a poor widow putting in two small coins.

On the surface, both actions appear the same, people
making contributions to the temple. As the story
unfolds, however, we realise that the contributions
are not equal. One gives from a surplus, the other
from need. Whether it’s our time, service or money, 22 ~
our giving stems from a desire to share what we have with others. It has to do
with justice, and justice is based on love. In Scripture, we often see God’s justice
expressed through compassion for the sick, the poor, and the needy. As followers
of Jesus, we are honour others by treating them with the same compassion that
God gives us.

With whom can | share my time, presence, talents or treasure today ?
How willing am | to give from my need instead of my surplus?
Prayer ( or your own...)

Compassionate God, you know the secrets of our hearts, turn my offering,
however small, into something useful, for those whose needs you alone know.
Amen

YOUR THOUGHTS:

15



FOOD DONATIONS FOR REFUGEES

Many thanks to those who have already donated. We have decided to do one
last delivery for 2025 in mid November as there is often great demand for food
in the weeks prior to the Christmas break.

We will place our collection container out each Sunday from now until the last
collection on Sunday November 16th if you would like to donate.

The following are always in great demand:

e canned tunain oil e canned tomatoes, legumes, chick peas
and lentils
e |ong life milk 11t e cooking oil
e dates (a very e toothpaste and toothbrushes- single
special treat) or double pack

e Chocolate and biscuits for the
children and anything else FUN!!

e honey

| am very happy to collect donations from your home if easier. Please call me
on 0433404600 and leave a message.

Special thanks for your support throughout the year!

Brenda

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE

Our next Friendship circle meeting will be held at Church
on MONDAY 17th NOVEMBER at 1.30 p.m.

We are a small group who meet monthly for a chat & afternoon tea.
All are welcome.

Take care

Jan Davenport

(ph:9578 1713)
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Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18, Psalm 149,
Ephesians 1:11-23, Luke 6:20-31

Haggai 2:1-2:9,
Psalm 145:1-5, 17-21 or Psalm 98,

2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17,
Luke 20:27-38

Isaiah 65:17-25, Isaiah 12,
November 16  Pentecost 23 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13,
Luke 21:5-19

Jeremiah 23:1-6, Luke 1:68-79,
Colossians 1:11-20, Luke 23:33-43

Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122,

November 2 All Saints

November 9 Pentecost 22

November 23 Pentecost 24

November 30 Advent 1 Romans 13:11-14,
Matthew 24:36-44
Isaiah 11:1-10,

December 7 Advent 2 Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19,

Romans 15:4-13, Matthew 3:1-12

CRAFT AND CHAT AFTERNOON
Wednesday 10t December, 2.00 p.m.

Robyn, Lynne and Dianne invite you to join us for a craft and chat afternoon in
the church foyer. Our idea is that people are welcome to bring their craft work
to do and to show others. Could be any craft/art — painting, woodwork, knitting,
patchwork, scrapbooking, cooking, etc.) Perhaps you have a Christmas craft?

We will also bring some resources for people to use (eg Christmas card making,
decoration making, etc.). And, of course, there will be afternoon tea, maybe
even making some Christmas treats?

Not a “crafty” person? Come along for a chat and afternoon tea.

Like to know more, speak with Lynne, Robyn or Dianne at worship.
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ROSTLEIS

Reading Prayers Communion Welcoming
: : Marg D Hans T
November 2 Dianne R David N Robyn M Jan D
November 9 Brenda G Ron T Hans T
Gary R
November 16 |  David N Dianne R Frank O
Graeme D
November 23 Lorraine D David N Graeme D
Jan D
November 30 Brenda G Heather B Lynne P
Nev P
. Gary Richter Lynne P
December 7 David N Marg D Heather B Nev P
AV Music Tea & Coffee I'\E)espurce
elivery
November 2 Gary R Peter H Lly\/lnne P Cathie T
evP
November 9 Robyn M Peter H Lorraine D Hans T
Sue M
Suzie F
November 16 Gary R Peter H Lisa S Marg D
November 23 Robyn M Karen R Lorraine D Frank O
Sue M
November 30 Gary R Peter H Lisa S RonT
Jan D
December 7 Robyn M Peter H Lorraine D Brenda G

Sue M
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Diary Dates

Sunday 2" November 10.00 a.m. Worship Rev Dr. Ji Zhang

4.00 p.m. Learning Hub — Nicene Creed
Saturday 8" November 9.00 a.m. Unity Coffee and Tea Spot
Sunday 9" November 10.00 a.m. Worship

4.00 p.m. Learning Hub — Nicene Creed
Saturday 15" November9.00 a.m. Unity Coffee and Tea Spot
Sunday 16" November 10.00 a.m. Worship

4.00 p.m. Learning Hub — Nicene Creed
Tuesday 18" November 7.45 p.m. Church Council
Saturday 22" November9.00 a.m. Unity Coffee and Tea Spot
Sunday 23 November 10.00 a.m. Worship Rev Dr Ji Zhang

2.00 p.m. Cooee to Marie — ASRC Fundraiser
Monday 24" November 6.00 p.m. Material for Pathfinder due
Wednesday 26" November 12.30 p.m. Community Lunch
Saturday 29" November8.30 a.m. Bob’s Boys

9.00 a.m. Unity Coffee and Tea Spot
Sunday 30" November 10.00 a.m. Worship — Rev Dr Ji Zhang

11.00 am. Congregational Meeting

Saturday 6™ December 9.00 a.m. Unity Coffee and Tea Spot
Sunday 7" December 10.00 a.m. Worship — Rev Dr Ji Zhang
Wednesday 10" Dec. 2.00 p.m. Crafty Afternoon — all welcome
Saturday 13t December9.00 a.m. Unity Coffee and Tea Spot
Sunday 14" December 10.00 a.m. Worship — Rev Dr Ji Zhang
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