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MINISTER’S LETTER:
We have arrived!
On Sunday 31st October our gospel reading placed us in Jerusalem in the week
of Jesus’ Passion. Mark tells us Jesus was approached by a friendly scribe who
asked him: ‘Which commandment is the first of all?’ Jesus answered, ‘The first is,
“Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with
all your strength.” The second is this, “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.”
There is no other commandment greater than these.’
How this idea has stuck. These few words, coming down the centuries to us,
really sum up the entirety of the Christian life. Especially that the love of
neighbour is utterly tied up with the love of God. We really can only know how
much someone loves God by the extent to which they love their neighbour.
We have been loved through COVID. People have loved each other with heart
and mind and soul and strength. For this we can be grateful. Especially our
leaders in all spheres of our society have worked tirelessly to ensure that we
have been protected. For many this has called for every ounce of heart and soul,
mind and strength to do this. We can be grateful for people in health care,
politics – although there has been some silliness at times, supermarket workers
and emergency workers – especially paramedics and police. We can be grateful
for the doctors and psychologists who have worked unseen, behind closed
doors supporting people. We have to acknowledge that teachers have worked
under tremendous pressure to ensure children’s learning could continue. And
we must be mindful of parents who maybe never expected they would become
supervisors of their children’s learning for long blocks of time. We have been
able to notice how much our lives depend on a few in our society when it comes
down to what is essential. For many of these people work hours have been long
and unrelenting. And this hard work will continue for so many of them as our
society begins to open up. In our breaking out of lockdown we shouldn’t forget
that their work is not done.
Yesterday there was a half-page ad in The Age taken out by a number of health
organisations: The AMA, nursing unions and other healthcare bodies, the
Ambulance Union and the Victorian Psychologists Association.
Continued on page 3
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PEOPLE PAGE
We extend our deepest sympathy to Pam White on the death of her father
Fred Kilby in late October. Fred turned 100 in late 2020 and had been
resident in Belvedere Aged Care in Noble Park. He was a kind and
generous man and was remembered warmly by a small group of family
and friends at his funeral on 28th October.
Congratulations to Ali Grootendorst and her partner, Steve on the birth of
their son, Tarn, in Darwin on 31st October. Delighted new grandparents,
Brenda and Walter are awaiting the lifting of border restrictions so they
can meet face to face. Curious about the name “Tarn”? It means “still
pond of water”.
Congratulations to Ben Richter and Anne Sutcliffe who will celebrate their
marriage on Sunday 21st November in Eltham.

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
SUNDAY 14TH NOVEMBER 2021 11am after Worship.
Pre- reading, relating to this meeting, will be sent out on Friday 5th Nov by
email and hard copies will be delivered to those without email.
At the meeting we will:
• Be asked to approve the budget for 2022
• Receive a Project Control Group report on the progress of the building
project
• Be asked to consider a proposal to increase the number of elected Church
Councillors from six to seven
• Hold an election for Church Councillors.
Brenda Grootendorst – Congregational Secretary.
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Continued from page 1

They were offering a simple message of thanks to Professors Brett Sutton and
Ben Cowie and Assoc. Professor Deb Friedman for their leadership through the
pandemic. At a time when there has been a lot of slanging back and forth,
especially by politicians, about the response to the pandemic, this heartfelt
solidarity is so encouraging. Behind all of these people’s work has been the
simple injunction to love your neighbour as yourself. How good is this.
And within our own community we can be grateful for the day-to-day work of
particular individuals: Chrissie Cananzi in infection control at the Alfred Hospital;
Dianne Richter in her work with vulnerable people in the Bayside municipality as
the council has continued to serve these people in all the complexities COVID
has created; Karen Roberts overseeing the whole Occupational Therapy team at
the Alfred, Ruth Ellet at the ROYTAL Rehab hospital in Kew. David Baxter has
had his chaplaincy work curtailed at the Melbourne Assessment Prison – how
have prisoners managed being in a place of waiting without the compassionate,
listening ear of chaplains, we might wonder? And of course many of our
members who live in supported accommodation or receive support at home
have continued to be cared for by people who have been working under extra
pressure and demands. All of this we can celebrate and be thankful for.
As life gets back to normal maybe one of the things we can do – as we go at that
slower pace, we have been promising ourselves – is that we can be more explicit
with our gratitude to each other. Collectively we have learnt how to care for and
look out for each other. People have put heart and mind, soul and strength into
what they have done. This won’t change. Let’s celebrate it.
We wonder whether people listen to what the church has to say, whether they
have heard. We are custodians of these few simple but
life-giving words of Jesus: love your neighbour as
yourself. Everything else we do hangs on these he says.
We can be grateful that people have heard this and
that they continue to shape and guide their lives by
them. Thanks be to God.
I am looking forward to seeing you and having a yak.
Grace and peace
Andrew
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OPENING UP – FROM SUNDAY 7TH NOVEMBER
Following the lifting of government restrictions, we will be able to meet
together again for worship from Sunday 7th November. The following guidelines
will apply to us:
•

•

•

•

•
•

We will continue to check in with QR codes or manually if we can’t check
in with a smartphone
We will be asked by a Covid Marshall on the door to show proof of our
vaccination status. This can be a certification on your smartphone or a
printed copy of your vaccination status. If you are exempt please bring a
copy of your exemption.
For the time being, our numbers will be limited to 45 people in the church
if all people present are double vaccinated
If we are not all fully vaccinated, or someone is not willing to give their
vaccination status, we will be limited to 30 people in the church
We must continue to wear masks while in the church
Our Covid Marshalls are Lorraine Denniston, Marg Davis and Robyn
Mulder who are members of the OUC Covid Team.

As you will know there is some controversy in the community about being
vaccinated and sharing vaccination status with others. Regrettably, this
controversy is dividing families, workplaces and communities.
In order to protect each other and limit the further spread of the virus we are
required by government to record the status of those present at church
gatherings. Unless we are able to verify each person’s vaccination status, we are
required to limit our worship numbers to 30 (when we are permitted to
accommodate 45). When you arrive at church you will be asked to show
verification of your vaccination status. If you are not vaccinated, or are not
willing to share your status, we will be required to limit our numbers to 30. We
trust that you understand it is important we have this information in order that
all who come can participate.
Need to know more or unsure what to do? Please contact Andrew Boyle (0409
869 009) or Pam White (0434 378 099).
Printed worship resources will continue to be delivered to those who are not
able to make it to worship.
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Remembering and Celebrating our Halls…..
Thank you to Brenda for her contribution this month – lots of memories
about how we’ve used both the Booran Road and North Road Halls.
Hoping to have more contributions for December Pathfinder. Thank you
also to Rosemarie Drobits for her photos (taken at Morning Tea in 2014 to
recognize Elizabeth Inglis’s contribution as Administrator).
If you’d prefer to tell someone your story so we can write it down for you,
please contact Dianne Richter (0413 750 089).
We have also set up an online option “Ormond Uniting Video Memories”
where you can record your memories so we can create a video record.
Here is the link:
https://app.memento.com/ormond-uniting-videomemories/bo5dlK8Ap/record
If you require assistance to record your memory, please contact Gary
(0411116415) or garyrichter@yahoolcom.au. You don’t need
sophisticated recording equipment, just a smart phone or laptop with
camera.
Booran Rd Hall
My first memories of the Booran Rd
Hall go back many years…to the time
of Bill Morgan’s Ministry around the
early 1980s. In those days an
informal Sunday evening service was
offered and both Walter and I, right
from the beginning, loved the small
venue where an interactive service
could be held. We were very warmly welcomed and it was easy to get to
know others in the group. It is here that we met Marg and Murray
Ponsford – the beginning of a long friendship!
Fast forward many years and I found myself helping out Michael Mace of
Adelphi Players. Again, I felt the Booran Rd Hall offered a perfect venue
for his very thought provoking small plays and in winter it was WARM!!
This venue allowed OUC to connect with the community and there was
always lots of catching up over a cup of tea after the plays.
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Fast forward again to about 10 (?) years ago when the Church’s heating
failed mid-winter and we found ourselves in the Booran Rd Hall –
memories again of the evening services in the 80’s and the wonderful
small worship space that the hall offered.
I feel that the Booran Rd hall has served the OUC Congregation and the
community very well but now it is time to say ‘Thank you’ and ‘Goodbye’.
North Rd Hall
I have so many memories of the North Road Hall it’s hard to know where
to start. When I reflect on many of them I realise that a common theme
runs through most of my memories and that is that the hall ( as with the
Booran Rd hall ) provided a wonderful facility not just for church activities
but also for events that connected us with the community.
My very earliest memories was that of the musical ‘A Most Amazing Man‘
written by Jane Baxter and performed in 1985…cast OUC!! It was a
wonderful success and performed over a few nights – the hall was a
perfect venue for both the performers and audience.
Other memories are the years of Advent Adventure lead in the early days
by Margaret Griffiths – many hours of practise of craft work in the halls
and much organisation leading up to a large group of VERY excited
children looking forward to their stories, craft, games and activities AND a
beautiful ‘Christmas themed’ afternoon tea provided by Jan and Dot
Rose!
Who can forget the wonderful Pantomimes by the Adelphi players which
delighted so many children (and their parents I suspect!) Of note here, is
that where possible, Michael Mace, provided opportunities for children
from OUC to be in the cast and quite a few children over the years had
really valuable experiences in acting. Of course, the servery was always
very popular as it was from there that ice creams were handed out at half
time!!!
Other memories are the Pancake nights each year, the Marriage Equality
Forum, the Multi Faith forum and the wonderful gatherings with GEALC.
OUC has also been, over the years, very generous to BRASA (Bayside
Refugee Association) who always very much appreciated using the hall
and its kitchen for afternoon tea after events in the Church - again a
perfect venue for large numbers of people.
Brenda Grootendorst
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ASRC KILOMETRES OF COMPASSION
FUNDRAISING CHALLENGE
In last weeks’ Church notices I let you
know about this fundraising challenge.
Ormond Uniting Church Congregation has
supported the ASRC and the work they do
over many years, supporting Refugees
and Asylum seekers with basic food,
housing, medical needs and legal aid
during their journey to safety and
freedom. As well as this they advocate for
a fair, just and welcoming Australia.
A small group of us from OUC have registered a team – TEAM ORMOND
UNITING CHURCH and we are inviting anyone from OUC friends and family to
informally join us in this challenge. The team comprises of David and Liz
Northwood, Marg Davis and Walter and Brenda Grootendorst.
All over Australia on the weekend of 20th - 21st November, teams like ours are
setting both team and individual challenges – here is what we are planning over
the weekend.
• Sunday 21st Nov. David and his son Simon are doing a 50km bike riding
challenge
• Sunday 21st Nov. Walter is doing a rowing challenge 5km+
• 19-21st Nov. Brenda is doing a 20km individual challenge over 2-3 days
• 19-21st Nov Marg Davis is doing 20km individual challenge over 2-3 days
• Saturday 20th Nov. Brenda, Liz Northwood and Lorraine Denniston will
meet at Allnut Park 11.30am onwards for a walking team challenge to suit
everyone – everyone is welcome – please refer to date and details in the
Church notices of Sun 24th Oct. Closer to the time we will give more
details.
In addition to the above anyone can set an individual challenge as David, Walter
Marg and I have done, and do it in your own time over the weekend. It can be
anything that challenges YOU and does not necessarily need kms attached to it.
I believe Pam White is considering the ultimate challenge of cleaning her
oven..WELL DONE Pam, a very worthy challenge!!!
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To any challenge like this we will allocate 2kms per hour and are aiming to
achieve a Team total of 200 kms. If you are planning to do an individual
challenge, please let Brenda or Marg Davis know what you have achieved so we
can add up the Kms.
You can support your OUC team (which basically includes any person who takes
part in any challenge) and raise funds for the ASRC by making a secure online
donation. All donations over $2 are tax deductable and a receipt will be sent to
you by email – donations are not linked to our OUC team km goal – this is just
our personal goal to see how we go! Any donation is welcome – every dollar
counts.
To donate go to website
Step 1: Type in https://run4refugees.asrc.org.au/cms/home
Step 2: Click on Blue DONATE Button on top right side of screen
Step 3: Type Team Ormond Uniting Church where it “says enter a friend or
team” ( This is a very important step) and then click search
Step 4: Scroll down and click on blue Donate button
This should take you to:
https://kms.run4refugees.asrc.org.au/payments/donate/page/1183161
Step 5: Enter amount you wish to donate and complete other details on the
page and scroll down to bottom of the page and click on the DONATE…. button
If anyone has problems or feedback re the donation process please let me know
Many thanks for reading
Regards
Brenda Grootendorst
IMAGES
Cover: http://www.scriptureway.com/home/jesus-is-the-alpha-and-the-omega, Earth: http://nasa.gov ,
Run4Refugees: https://cdn.gofundraise.com.au/images/400/Upload/257322/LOGO132777842871177198.jpg
Reconciliation Logo: https://uniting.church/nrw2021/ ,
First will be Last: https://m.facebook.com/trinitytv/photos/a.525745540827387/3291914900877090/
Love Thy Neighbour: https://hvr.me/bible-quotes-on-love-your-neighbor.html
AGM: https://moorabbinareatoylibrary.com/agm-update-from-our-president/
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Clean-up progress report.
The clean is well under way with the North Road hall accumulating all sorts of
things that have been stored over the decades.
• Booran Road hall is almost empty.
• Under the stage is almost empty.
• Kitchen is in the process of being sorted.
• Mardie has been very busy on Facebook Marketplace selling many items.
• Dianne, Robyn and Gary are sorting the music and archival material.
Within the next few weeks, we will have large skip on site to be loaded and
removed.
We may need a lot of help to achieve the loading of the skip, so keep an eye on
your inbox for updates.

Bob’s Boys
Can you believe that we are able resume our monthly breakfast after about a
couple of years?
So, our first breakfast for 2021 will be our Christmas breakup.
We will meet at:
Fig Jam
128 Koornang Road
Carnegie.
At 8:30 am
27th November 2021

GOING GREEN
To see what Glen Eira Council is doing about a sustainable future visit
https://sustainability.cmail19.com/t/ViewEmail/t/6F7112E56CDC64AD2540EF2
3F30FEDED/EDB0A1D43927A661F6A1C87C670A6B9F or subscribe to their
newsletter. There are some activities you may like. Contact them at:
Glen Eira City Council, Corner Glen Eira and Hawthorn Roads,
Caulfield, Victoria,
t: 9524 3333, e: sustainability@gleneira.vic.gov.au
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Greetings and Prayers
David and I have had a long association with Cowes Uniting Church
including Lenten studies by Zoom in 2021. We received a card from them
this week. Here is part of it:
"Dear Heather and David and all in your congregation,
We are sending our greetings, love and prayers from St John's
Cowes...we want to acknowledge what an enormous effort and sacrifice
you have made in Metropolitan Melbourne to maintain the rules of
lockdown for such a prolonged period…. We want you to know we have
been praying for you all and want to encourage you, because there is a
light at the end of the tunnel! As we progress to a ‘new’ COVID normal,
we trust you will continue to be kind to yourselves and each other, as we
are all more vulnerable at this time. In the coming months, remember that
we all walk together, following in Jesus’ footsteps. We will all come
through this time, renewed with joy and love for our world. Know our
prayers for you and your community. God is love, and you are truly loved
by God: rest on his promises..."

Latest Indigenous News..
On Monday 1st November, “The Age” had a front page article concerning a
recent bid by the Melbourne City Council and the First Peoples Assembly of
Victoria for a multi-million dollar development in the heart of the CBD that
could house the nations first Black Parliament, within the construction of a
cultural precinct, that would be Indigenous led owned and operated and
provide a platform for lifting the Indigenous community. The estimated cost is
more than $400 million and the draft suggested support for the precinct should
be sought from the Victorian government at the development stage, as part of
the State’s treaty process. Funding would be sourced from number of
government, business, academic and philanthropic organisations.
This is an exciting and inspiring proposal that I hope may come to fruition in the
near future.
For further details please follow the following link: Bid for First Nations precinct
in city
Warwick on behalf of OIAG
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Have you ever wondered…….
WHAT THE DIFFERENCE IS BETWEEN A WELCOME TO
COUNTRY AND
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY?
Scott Kneebone, a Bangerang man based in Canberra, has found an easy way to
explain the difference between the two.
Scott Says “A Welcome to Country is like if you’re hosting a birthday party: you
do a welcome and say thank you for coming to my birthday. And an
Acknowledgement of Country is like if you’re a guest at the birthday: you would
say thank you for having me.”
Scott has been a presenter with Ask Me Anything, a community organization
that promotes understanding and inclusion through conversation. He tells us a
Welcome is more of an obligation- it’s to protect your guest physically and in a
spiritual sense as well. An Acknowledgment is an obligation to respect the
people’s land and water you are on.
(https://www.abc.net.au/everyday/why-acknowledgement-of-country-isimportant-and-how-to-give-one/11881902)
Lorraine Denniston

WONDERINGS…….
After reading Lorraine’s piece (above) I wondered about OUC Acknowledgement
of Country and our desire for reconciliation with Australia’s First Peoples. Are
we committing to respect for the land and water we are on? Does reconciliation
require acts of justice for the earth, waters and sky as well as its peoples? And if
so, what are our acts of justice for First Peoples of Australia?
Heather Baxter
OUC Indigenous Action Group
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Lectionary Readings
November 1

All Saints Day

Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-9 or
Isaiah 25:6-9, Psalm 24,
Revelation 21:1-6a, John 11:32-44

November 7

Pentecost 24

Ruth 3:1-5; 4:13-17, Psalm 127,
Hebrews 9:24-28, Mark 12:38-44

Pentecost 25

1 Samuel 1:4-20, 1 Samuel 2:1-10,
Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18), 19-25,
Mark 13:1-8

Reign of Christ

2 Samuel 23:1-7,
Psalm 132:1-12, (13-18),
Revelation 1:4b-8, John 18:33-37

November 28

Advent 1

Jeremiah 33:14-16, Psalm 25:1-10,
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13,
Luke 21:25-36

December 5

Advent 2

Malachi 3:1-4, Luke 1:68-79,
Philippians 1:3-11, Luke 3:1-6

December 12

Advent 3

Zephaniah 3:14-20, Isaiah 12:2-6,
Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:7-18

November 14

November 21

Important Contact Info:
Rev. Andrew Boyle:

Mobile: 0409 869 009
Email: ajmboyle@outlook.com

Rev Deacon Pam White: Mobile: 0434 378 099
Email: pamdwhite@optusnet.com.au
Church Office:
Email:

Tues, Friday (9.00 am – 3.30 pm)
Phone: 0411 958 127
office@ormond.unitingchurch.org.au
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Reading

Resource
Delivery

Lisa S

Mardie T

Marg D

Dianne R

Brenda G

David B

Gary R

Marg D

Brenda G

Warwick B

Heather B

Heather B

Kristina P

Ron T

Prayers
7th
November
14th
November
21st
November
28th
November
5th
December
12th
December

Ron T

Communion Early Word
Warwick B
Marg D

Heather B
David N

Karen R
Lorraine D
Karen R

Dianne R

Care for the Earth – one small thing you can do
I love my kitchen Wettex, and micro
fibre cleaning cloths.
But I have been thinking about all the
microscopic tiny bits of man-made fibre
that get washed down the plughole and
into our water systems affecting marine
life and eco systems.
Is it possible to use cotton wash
cloths? Could I use old flannels/face
washers for these tasks? Could I make
(knit/crochet) cotton wash cloths?
(Check out Bendigo Woollen Mills – cotton wash cloths patterns available
free. https://www.bendigowoollenmills.com.au/free-patterns )
Heather
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07
11
14
11
21
11
28
11
05
12
12
12

Door

Counting

Mardie T
Elizabeth N
Brenda G
Russell H
Graeme D
Dianne R
Graeme D
Marg D
Warwick B
Frank O
Lorraine D
David N

Hans T
Dennis T
TBA
Jan D
Marg D
Brian M
Brian M
Gary R
Graeme D
Marg D
Dot R
Jan R

Sound

Flowers

Gary R

Heather B
Michelle K

Graeme D
Robyn M
Nev P
Gary R

Lorraine D
Lynne P

Graeme D

LEARNING HUB’S THIRD COURSE for 2021
In many ways this was the dessert course! Three weeks exploring The
Big Stories of Scripture:
• Bondage and Liberation, Exile and Return, Sin and Forgiveness
• Does the violence of the cross really redeem us?
• What does the event of the Resurrection mean?
Thank you to Andrew for providing us with stimulating resource material
that provoked thoughtful, wide ranging discussion and exploration of our
faith.
Looking forward to 2022’s learning feast!
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Diary Dates
Sunday 7th November 10.00 a.m. First Sunday in church after lockdown
Saturday 13th November 9.30 a.m. Hall Cleanup
Sunday 14th November 11.00 a.m. Congregational Meeting
Tuesday 16th November 7.45 p.m. Church Council
Friday 19th-Sunday 21st November Run 4 Refugees Challenge
Tuesday 23rd November 7.45 p.m. Formation Group
Saturday 27th November 8.30 a.m. Bob’s Boys First and Last for 2021
Sunday 28th November 10.00 a.m. First Sunday in Advent
Monday 29th November 6.00 p.m. Material for Pathfinder due
Sunday 5th December 10.00 a.m. Second Sunday in Advent
Sunday 12th December 10.00 a.m. Third Sunday in Advent
11.00 a.m. Monthly After Worship Chat
Tuesday 15th December 7.45 p.m. Church Council
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